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Force Protection Inc., a designer, developer 

and manufacturer of survivability solutions 

and provider of total life cycle support for those 

products, has announced it has received a 

contract from the United States Marine Corps 

Systems Command for additional field service 

support. The $19.6 million firm fixed-price 

contract modification provides for 216 field 

service representatives and associated support 

for continued installation of independent 

suspension system (ISS) kits on the Cougar 

mine resistant ambush protected vehicle fleet 

at the MRAP sustainment facility in Kuwait. 

Work is scheduled to begin on July 1, 2010 and 

be completed by September 30, 2010. 

Randy Hutcherson, chief operating officer 

of Force Protection, commented, “Given the 

austere environment in Afghanistan, the instal-

lation of ISS kits on the Cougar has proven 

to be a critical addition to the vehicle’s capa-

bilities. Combined with unsurpassed levels of 

survivability and sustainability, we are proud 

to provide a highly-sought solution for our 

troops in harm’s way. Optimal vehicle suspen-

sion is just one component of the Marine 

Corps’ ongoing and comprehensive program to 

enhance its Cougar fleet, and we are continuing 

our leading role in this important initiative.”

MRAP Work

Klinge Corporation, a specialist manufac-

turer of transport and storage refrigeration 

equipment, has completed acceptance testing of 

their military container systems at the Australian 

Defence Force’s state-of-the-art test facility in 

Melbourne, Australia. The 

testing regime included M14 

and M1vibration, performance/

cooling, ambient temperature, 

electromagnetic compatibility/

interference, power and driving 

rain, among other complex 

tests.

As part of a multi-year contract, Klinge will 

provide a minimum of 185 refrigerated mili-

tary container systems (combination of 10-foot 

container and 20-foot containers) and 1,500 

collapsible food storage bins to the Australian 

Defense Force (ADF).  

Klinge Corporation President Henrik Klinge 

said: “Our company’s experience in providing 

refrigeration systems for military forces worldwide 

has enabled us to provide the kind of 

specialist equipment needed by the ADF. 

Our equipment is rugged enough to 

withstand the rough conditions of the 

multitude of tests, yet easy enough for a 

cook or soldier to operate.”

The 10-foot system—acting as 

either a refrigerator or freezer—and 

the 20-foot system—providing multi-temperature 

refrigeration with separate refrigerator and freezer 

sections—will form a vital part of the food distri-

bution chain for the Australian Defense Force.

Refrigeration Equipment
C-130 AMP

The Boeing Company has announced 

that the U.S. Air Force has granted the 

C-130 Avionics Modernization Program 

(AMP) approval to begin low-rate initial 

production (LRIP) following a successful 

Defense Acquisition Board Milestone C 

production review.

The Milestone C review completes 

several intensive reviews by DoD and the 

Air Force, including engineering and 

manufacturing reviews, to prepare for 

LRIP. Boeing also performed an extensive 

flight-test program to validate the system’s 

design and development.

The first two LRIP aircraft are sched-

uled for induction in August and October 

at Warner Robins Air Logistics Center, Ga., 

where the Air Force will perform the Lot 1 

installations. The first two kits have been 

delivered. The company will upgrade five 

of the 20 aircraft during LRIP.

“This is a terrific day for our team 

and our Air Force customer,” said Mahesh 

Reddy, Boeing C-130 AMP program director. 

“We have worked hard to ensure that this 

program is a success and will meet war-

fighter needs for many years. It is now 

time to move forward with the remaining 

LRIP installations and quickly return these 

aircraft to the fleet with comprehensive 

avionics upgrades for improved situational 

awareness and mission capabilities.’

The C-130 AMP improvements include 

a fully integrated, night vision goggle 

compatible, digital glass cockpit and new 

digital avionics that increase situational 

awareness and enhance safety. The AMP 

upgrade also brings avionics common-

ality to the C-130 fleet and flexibility in 

assigning aircrew, regardless of aircraft 

model.

The three test aircraft will undergo 

periodic depot maintenance at Warner 

Robins prior to being delivered to the Air 

Force C-130 AMP schoolhouse at Little 

Rock Air Force Base, Ark., where initial 

operational test and evaluation will be 

conducted.
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